THE COLUMBIAN STORY 
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to 
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by 
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Factory and general offices of Columbian Enameling & Stamping Со. Inc. at Terre Haute, Indiana. 
Ample manufacturing and warehouseing facilities in this huge plant, which covers four city squares, 
insures prompt shipment oí orders any month of the year. Lines manufactured include Picnic Jugs, 


Portable Ice Chest and Porcelain Enameled untensils for Household, Hospital, Photo Studio use. 


Columbian Enameling and Stamping Co., Inc. 
| Terre Heute, Ina. 


THE COLUMBIAN STORY 


In asking me to tell the story of the Columbian Enameling & Stamping 
Company - one of Terre Haute's older industries - you run about the same 
risk that you do when vou ask a proud grznáparent to tell about his grand- 
children. After 41 sears with Columbien, my story is likely to be somewhat 
influencec by price and affection. However, I shall ігу to stick to some of 
the basic facts. 


The story of Columbian begins much earlier than most citizens of Terre 
Heute realize. It begins 85 years ago during the period of industrial ex- 
pansion that followed the close of the Civil War. The start was made in 
1871 in Belleire, Ohio - a small town located a few miles down the Ohio River 
from iIheeling, West Virginia. Here, a few men invested their savings in a 
plant to manufacture kerosene lanterns and miners' head lamps. This firm was 
named the Bellaire Stamping Company - a company that had no relationship what- 
soever with the one of our present day competitors now located in thet cit-. 


Little is known about the early problems and struggles curing the first 
10 years of th: Bellaire Stamping Compenr. Aprarently, they Gió all right. 
We have record of а deed issued in 1892 transferring the properties of the 
Barron Manufacturing Company, who also mace lanterns, and also records of the 
purchase of the Belmont Glass Compen: - which indicates that the present 
trend for consclication or mergers with other firms in the same fielc is not 


exactly new. | 


In speaking of the early histor, of our Company, it is interesting to y 
note that in 1880, our Comrany wes assigne patent rights to menufacture anc | 
merket ап improved tyre of kerosene lantern. This lartern was equippec with 
а device for lifting the glove by means of a small lever in the base. This | 

burner for lighting or blowing out the fleme. As | 


gave ready access to the c | 
principle is used in menufacturing lanterns toda’. 


far as I know, this same 


Br 1891 - twentv rears after its founding - the Company must have hac а bt 
healthy growth. Ву this time our recorós show that the hao several operations- 2 
a "Stamping Works" of two builcings - a "Glass forks" of about six builcings P 
and a large -Brehovse. An olc letterhead of the Compeny lists the products - 
that were mace аз — Stamped аге - Buckeye апа Tubular Lanterns - Mason Fruit 
Jars and Caps and Screw Tops for ell kinas of glass АЕ da that same sii i + 
1891 - the first referrence to any Enamelecware is паде. An "Enemeling Plent m | 
is listed as one of the operations with the first Enameling being limited te 
such simple items as Wash Basins end Dish Pans which in all probability, had 


previously been mede in tin ware. 


я 891 — after a fire had damagec a part of the Bellaire 
оК to ехгапа still further and built and чај Wn | 
plant et West Harvey, Illinois - в suburb of Chicago - which SEA HRS 7th Stree 
on Chicago's South side. Seyeral factors seem to have influenced a ae 
Competition on lanterns and fruit jar caps was increasing. Ji AA Е. Pu 
Topping, cur former president, telling of the long crawn out += а on e 
ВЕРЬ” hed with Pell Brothers over certain fruit jar cap EN: e PM 
Was carfied to the higher courts ana - fortunately, was settlec in our fevor. 
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At this time, the Enameled Xitchen Ware business was growing rapidly. 
There were but two other manufacturers in the Enameledware field. One of these 
was an Eastern firm whose product was known аз Agate "are. The other was 
located in the Mid-West and they produced a product known as Granite Ware. 
Later on this firm built a rlent across the river from St. Louis which devel- 
opec into the thrivine town of Granite Cites; Illinois. 


To this dev we receive orders впа correspondence referring to Enamel- 
edware as А-афе or Granite Were. 


I have heard the story of those early days when Agete Ware was firmly 
entrenched in the Fast and Granite Ware wes well established in the Middle 
West. The business lews at that time were not exactly the same as they аге to- 
day ana our two competitors entered into an egreement that they would stav out 
of each others territory but that they would combine in their efforts to Кеер 
that "upstart" Bellaire Stamping Company out of the field entirely, 


To show how successful they were, I might point out that both of these 
firms have recently been liguidated end that today Columbian is one of the 
oldest and lergest manufacturers of Enameledware in the United States. 


During the 90's, cur sales of Enameledware increased rapidly. An olg | 
letterhead printed in 1895, ггосјећи5 the Company as manufacturers of Columbian 
Enameled.are. Here first appears the name Columbian ~ а пете that was adopted 
no doubt, because of Chicago's famous Columbian Exposition or World Fair. 


However, our progress had a severe setback. We had another fire, It must 
have been a dandy because on New Years Eve of 1900, cur entire plant at Harve», 


Illinois was burned to the ground. 


cf cities to bring new factories irto their community must 
have _ ај at the turn of the century as it is today. Man? local- 
ities mede offers of free land, tax concessions ana other inducements to bring 
Columbian into their miast. After careful consiceration, the offer mace b г 
Terre Haute was eccepted because it was then the center of the coal fields,it 
Was served by four mein line realroads, it was near the centers of арми". as 
it had ample labor supply - апа an abunaant supply of pure water- а most im- 


portant recuisite for :nameledosre manufacture. 


On this site of 15 acres - once the golf course of the aurai и “ia 
Club - was built the lergest and most modern Enameling eee еј 722% ma 
proximetelv 2/5 of the 15 acres were covered with wm ee c ps iu iu BS 
power, house; water system, storage апа warehouse buildings, жетй мај = 
facilities. Additions to the original buildings plus some new gS g 


us approximately 14 acres under roof. 


y 1902 before our products were available for shipment to the trade, 
i = ^p ith & plant of these rronortions, it was necessary to have a 
Дау, + siness with which to start operations. То accomplish 


в“. ee etii or three of our salesmen - one of whom was Bill 
з э 


New York Yankees during 
Welly ster first baseman for the New ing 

PP E ^em Mie together some of the best pieces of палем 

E pn mae № our competitors, washed off the conre eS тава ixec 

M b eutifull new Columbian lebels and — long before the prent ee weer 

E oe ent forth to show the trade the wonderful new procuc 

eration - wen 


ing turned out in Terre Haute, Indiana. 


м АЕ 
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From that stert, we heve been making end marketing Enameleéware oon- 
tinously in Terre Haute for the past 54 rears. To my knowledge, we have not 
misse а payroll during that period. During those уегг5, many s Terre Heute 
boy worked during his summer vacafions at the "Stamping Mill" аз it was then 
called, to help financé his high school and college education. I know that I 
did - perhaps some of vou in this room did likewise. 


So much for the history of Columbian. Now а word about the products. 
Primarily, our product is Household Fnameledsare. This has included all types 
of Cooking and Raking utensils, food Storage items, sanitary wares, etc., ect.. 
To these we have added Hospital and Sick Room Wares anā Photographic Ware. 


Sometines our products are not recognized when seen upon the counters in 
the stores. Some тат bear the distributors's label. Bed Pans, Urinals, etc., 
Eastman Kodak Company's label and so on. These are а few examples of the lines 
that are produced in addition to our own brand names. 


Now perhaps a few words about the products would be in order. 
What is Enameledware? 


EnameledWsre is a cost, ог coats of a form of glass fused into steel shares. 
It is importent not to confuse the enamel we use with а paint product. Vitreous 
enamel is solely inorganic. No ingredient used in compounding vitreous enamel 


has ever rosseéssed life in any form. 


рогсејејп enamel has been lost to antiquity but various 
pieces of enameled gold, silver, and copper es well as pieces of enameled 
earthenware are in existence to prove that the enameling art was practiced br 
the early Е gyrtiens, Greeks, and Byzantine реорје. Some of these nieces are 
thousancs of years old, yet they show no signs of deterioration and are an el- 


oquent tribute to the durability of Enamel. 


The origin of 


Tbe ingredients of porcelain enamel come from the four corners of the 
globe. Thev include silica, borax, cobalt oxioe, cryolite, feldspar, fourspar, 
and many others. These materials are mixed in exacting proportions and melted 
at temperatures of 2100 to 2250 degrees fahrenheit. this melting process takes 
from 24 to 4 hours and then the molten mixture is drawn off in a white hot 
stream into a уві of cold water. Contact with the water shatters the meterials 


into countless fragments which are called "frit". 


5 5 1 lerge revolving mills, ada 
The next process is to placd this frit into | 7 
water, clay A olor oxides and other ingredients, and grind the enamel to ex- 
eget алев. After grinding and remcving all metallic substances, the enamel 
is pleced in lerge storage tanks and diluted with water to about the consistancy 


of thick crean. 


jepartment 15 busy in stamp- 
\ : s are being prepared, another сераг is | 
Pu Uum ome of the more intricate shapes require as man; 


S . 
EN Үз зге се, ваше, s - each calling for special tools end 


5 = forming operation : и 
Bn isses run uf the cost of the utensil considérable. After the bod 
, 

is formed, hancles, ears, spouts 
oughly abore of all grease, dirt, scale, etc. 
Е of the long process involvea is the appli- 

: dipring the cleaned steel utensil into 
ing end twirling it to remove the excess 


etc., welded thereto, the steel must be thor- 
Г before the enamel is applied. 


Probable the mcst interestin 
cation of the enemel. This is бопе by 
а coat of thé semi-liquid enamel, shak 
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to obtain a then even coating over the entire item. The utensil is now hung 
on a continuous chein or convevor that travels through а huge furnace, where 
the temperature reaches as high as 1580 degrees and the enamels melt into а 
single sheet of gless that is firmly fused into the cherr;—red steel shane. 
As most Enameledware is white or other lisht color, it is necessary to rereat 
this dipping firing process one or more times. 


From the foregoing end from which I have eliminated manr of the operations, 
you will note that it tekes a lot of people and а lot of expensive equipment 
to produce a Sauce Pan that may sell for $94. A recent survey shows that we 
have an investment in tools and dies for about #7,000.00 per emplovee. To these 
employees located here in Terre Haute, we peid lest year, $1,153,293.00. In 
addition, we spend another 1/3 million dollars here in Terre Heute for fuel, 
cartons, freight, and local taxes, and other materizls and supplies. 


To justify this expenditure, we must meintain a large and constant sales 
volume. To maintain this volume we must шеке many products and reach out into 
all sections of the United Siates and foreign countries. We sell very little 
here in Terre Haute. Last year, our sales in Terre Haute were mede to four firms 
and amounted to a little over 6/10 of one percent of dur total. More then 90% 
of our sales were made in the domestic market and approximately 10% in the exrort 
field. The export merket is deminishing due to competition from factories locates 
in Japan, Mexico, and several European countries where labor rates are but a 
fraction of our own. 


As you probably know, the buying habits of the nation have сћепсед con- 
siderebly since we first started manufacturing Enameledware in Terre Haute. 
Originally, we had a fairly open field in the Cooking Utensil business. However, 
aluminum, stainless steel, glass, etc., have reduced our market meateriall~. 
Thile we still sell in all sections of the United States, our principal markets 
are the "Cotton Picking" states, Puerto Rico, Cuba, Central anc South America. 
Fortunately, although buying habits change - nature's habits remain much the 
same and we still make certain sanitary items in large volumes. For example, 
we have one customer that buys two carloads of these items jer month. Now two 
carloads coes >not sound lerge in this day of speaking in terms of millions anc 
billions, but two carloads means about 50,000 items - and 50,000 of these items 
per month requires a lot of beds to put them uncer. 


I wish there were more items like that in our line, but unfortuantely, we 
do not seem to be able to expand the uses of Епашеједнаге to its former pro- 
portions. An industry which а few short yeers ago was made up of 17 lerge man- 
ufacturers, has now shrunk to 8 and some of these are small factors in the field. 
To compensate for this loss of market, Columbian set out some time ago to 
develop new products. At бпе time, we undertook the manufacture of Wall and 
Roof tile. These ventures did not prove profitable, be ме continued in our search. 
Finally, in 1955, we purchased a large and rrosperous manufacturing meneg 
that was located in Indisnapolis and moved the entire operetion into aur plant 
and within 8 ог 10 weeks aftef the purchase, started operations here in gat 
Haute. The firm as purchased was Metal Industries, Inc., manufacturers а we 
established line of insulated Picnic Jugs. Their reason for кал М и 
to their location in a manufacturing center in Indianepolis where the is F 
room for much needed expansion, With our l5 acres of floor space, our Я s 
and enameling facilities, we were in an ideal vosition to further develor e 


business. 
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Ihe manufacture of Jugs is also quite interesting. Most of the liners 
used are Enameledwere around which is placed a decorated steel jacket with 
the space between the liner and jacket being thoroughlv insulated. The Jugs 
are made by modern straight line production methods. They move along slow 
moving conveyors until they are reay for the painting or spraying process. 
The painting is accomplished by the Electrostatic method basea upon the prin- 
ciple that a particle with a nagative charge is attracted to а body having a 
positive charge. 


To accomplish this is set up a high voltage electrical ficld, of from 
90 to 100 РС volts. The Jugs which have a positive charge, move behind this 
field. The spray guns are set in front of the field and as the particles of 
paint pass through the electrical field they pick up a negative charge and 
are attracted to and deposited upon all sides of the item being veinted. 


The advantages are: 


1. Saving of 30% to 40% in paint. 
2. Simple operation. 
5. Uniformity of thickness in paint. 


To the line of Picnic Jugs, we have added в compjete line of Portable 
Ice Chests and certain other "out-of-door" living srecialties. Toda, our sales 
of Picnic Jugs anc Chests mace in all sections of the United States алб abroad 
just about eauals our sales of Епелеједљаге. 


But, we are not stopping here. The sale of Plastics is making further in- 
roads into our Enameledware sales. Therefore, we have adoptea the same think- 
ing employed by so many others. If you can't beat 'em - join "еш. Soon we will 
add to our lines, a line of Plastic ifare and – like all Columbian products - 
it will be tops in its fielc. 


Awhile back, І make the statement that we made 6/10 of ene percent of our 
sales to four firms here in Terre Haute. Now to me, all customers are gooa " 
customers, and I don't mean to say that we do not appreciate the business that 
these firms give us. I do want to point out that the for firms we sell here 


are all members of our own Rotary Club. 


Now I don't want to infer thet you have to be a Roterien to buy from 
B union, but as I have personally contacted most of our larger D. ы 
in most of the States of the Union as well as Canada ana Puerto iain i 
that we do business with папу. Rotarians - fellows that are re ar Hir 
you and I, and I am gled that in our small way, че have been able to са 


story of Terre Haute, Indiene into so many communities. 


I thank you. 


Onville C. Thomas 
2324 North 10th Street 
Terre Haute, Indiana 


August 7, 1957 


ајао Е. Mitchell 

Executive Secretary 

Vigo County Historical Society 

Terre Haute, Indiana 

Dear Mr. Mitchell: 

I was pleased to receive your letter regarding 

the history of the Columbian Enameling and Stemping 
Company, but was unable to reply sooner because I 


have been in the hospital. 


Enclosed is a copy of the manuscript аз you 


You егу truly, “> PT 


recuested. 
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in Columbian's signature logo, it means that, on 
October 16, 1871, Columbian was born. That was 100 
years ago. 

In those 100 years much has happened, many rever- 
sals, but constant policies plus a willingness to change 
with the changing times have kept Columbian 100 years 
“young.” 

The enclosed 77 year old catalog is a nostalgic re- 
minder out of the past. This much dog-eared catalog 
was first published in 1894 when Columbian (then the 
Bellaire Stamping Co.) was 23 years old. 

From 1871 to 1890 we were in Bellaire, Ohio. 
Starting out in a small building about the size of two 
city lots, we manufactured metal stampings, screw 
caps for Mason jars, kerosene lanterns, etc. Later, 
glass products were added. 

Porcelain enameling, as we know it, started in 
Bohemia in 1830. The Bellaire Stamping Co. was 
experimenting with enameling іп the 1880's. After 
a fire at Bellaire, it was decided to build a new plant 
for porcelain enameling in Harvey, Illinois, a large 
suburb of Chicago. 

When the Columbian Exposition (Chicago's 1893 
World's Fair) was the talk of the day, the name was 
chosen for a line of enameledware, as shown by the 
enclosed catalog. The date on the trade-mark regis- 
tration is March 6, 1894. Note that while the shapes 
may have changed, many of the utensils are still in 
the line today. 

The Bellaire Stamping Co. died a fiery death 
New Years Eve 1900. The Harvey plant was com- 
pletely destroyed by fire. 

The company was reorganized, changed its name, 
built a new plant, and started manufacturing in Terre 
Haute, Indiana in June, 1902. 

In May, 1968 Columbian joined other manu- 
facturers in forming the Cookware Group of General 
Housewares Corp. 

It has now been 100 years. 

It's hard to keep a good man down..... 


General Housewares Corp 


INCORPORATED OCTOBER 16, 1871. 


BELLAIRE 
STAMPING 
COMPANY 


En 
SK 
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Manufacturers of 


ENAMELED STEEL COOKING UTENSILS 
ENAMELED STEEL ADVERTISING SIGNS, 


CUICAGO PHOTO ENGRAVING CO., CHICAGO. 


PAMPHLET НЕЕ. 


COLUMBIAN 


Porcelain Enameledware 
CATALOG 22 


JANUARY 1 1954 
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America's Leading Enameled Ware Manufacturers 


COLUMBIAN ERAMELIRG & STAMPING C0., IRC. 


MADE IN Ц. 8. A. TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA PRINTED IN U.S.A. 


Manufactured by 
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МОИ’. - - THAT Сира ас TO BOOST YOUR BABY GOODS SALES 


„ЛНЕ POLKADOT PONY 


А LOVABLE, COLORFUL DECORATION | 
FOR (Ĉolambian ENAMELEDWARE e 


é 


No. 27 Frisky BABY SHOWER SET 


COLUMBIAN WHITE ENAMELEDWARE 


CONTAINS: | 
1 ONLY No. 19 BABY BATH. 22"x18"x6" ^ PACKED TOGETHER 
1 " Мо, 600 TERMINAL STERILIZER, 8 Bottles |IN ONE CARTON. 
1 “ No. 26 DIAPER PAIL, 15 ats. With 6 extra decals 
1 No. 640 GRADUATED FORMULA MEASURE, 2 at. | and display card. 
EXTRA 7 77226 DECALS for jul No. 1504 BABY CEREAL COOKER, % qt. Per Set $ 
1 No. 154 BABY BOTTLE WARMER, 34 qt. РЯ. WI. 21 LBS. 


NURSERY FURNITURE- тее 
: SEE PAGE 1 FOR OPEN STOCK PRICES 


The old reliable seller...with Sparkling NEW APPEAL! 


Beautiful, new 
high-gloss 

"hammered" 

silver-gray finish. 


USE THESE 


Quick-Selling Hints 


€ Appealing, handsome 


appearance 


€ Colorful, anodized aluminum 
caps add eye-catching appeal 


€ Clean, acid-resistant stoneware 


liner 


€ Most efficient insulation, 


by all tesis 


€ One-seam, prime-steel jacket 
for more strength, longer service 


€ Exclusive neck-seal keeps liquid 


out of insulation 


NEW! 


Non-slip, tip-grip in 
bottom of each jug 
MAKES POURING 
EASIER | 


тар мит TERT TS — 


vS6T 


ious uerqunio? 


with Stoneware Liner$ 


(Acid and Stain-Resistant, Glazed) ‘> 


< 


A NR == A j= —— 
= \ к= 
>= RE e CNET. Ee aT а 


_ CHAMPION OF THE LOW- PRICE FIELD! 
CHAMPION. IN. CONSUMER DEMAND! > 


cec IER ВЫ Е - Se 


rm 95-2 өч. faucet cot te 


| j АЕ 
1 Gallon, Роџг- ES 
2 Gallon, Faucet _ 


Each jug individually packed i in 200 Ib. 
Test Dx Conan Order by number. 


X а = S 


FAE Я : КЕ 


S ы =: TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA, Ц. S. A. 7S-faucet | 
SPORTSMASTER * CHAMPION * ALL-AMERICAN 1005. 
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Bonnie Companions for Your Ovtdoor Pleasure! | 


The Beautiful, New, and Different S 
H [= 
Ss et ETE RES red 
га риме Mors 
Aa EY 
phe Et 


@ Sensational, new and original design. 
The gorgeous-colored, striking plaid 
catches. every eye! 

@ Top, locked in place when handle is up, 
is removable and is designed as handy, 
recessed serving-tray. 


ө Made of steel, it's built to take it and like 
it! Sturdy, handsome plated hardware. 


reas y Durrouesu$ 


€ Generous Capacity... 
Overall dimensions: 17" x 9" x 1142”. 
Inside dimensions: 15" x 8" x 107. 

€ What a seller at its popular, low-price 


. what a natural for profits with its 
regular margins! 


E 


Ма. 815 Bonnie Chest— Packed 
individually т 200-pound test 
carton. Shipping weight 13 Ibs. 
Order by number. 


No. 815-T Bannie Chest — Same ~ RT 
as No. 815, with inside tray for 1 3 fo 

added convenience. Shipping 
weight 13 VÀ Ibs. 


E ө 
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Companion in design to the outstanding, new СНОМЕО TWOBRSTYLES 


Bonnie Chest . . . Highest attention and No. Style Wt. Ea. | Price Ea. 
interest value available in jugs. Porcelain- 43 
8B with Pour-Spout enameled steel liner, easy-to-clean, acid- 78 | 1 Gal., Faucet 4% bs. = 
Ё resistant... Most efficient insulation... | вв | 1 Gal., Pour-Spout [5 ibs, ји || 
7B with Faucet stronger... leak-proof... has new tip-grip 
(Order by Number.) in bottom for easy pouring! Each jug packed individually іп 200 Ib. 
A Banke мале Рана Test Display Carton. ( Order by Number.) 


ФЕБ c 


SSS SSS SSS awe 


CAM Qa тщ = Ж Р.т SER ЛЕНИЕ. 


HALF-GALLON INSULATED PICNIC JUG 
WITH REPLACEABLE GLASS LINER, 
ANODIZED ALUMINUM CAP 


Priced to retail under $2.00... Available 
in plaid to match Bonnie Chest... Glass 


TWO STYLES— ORDER BY NUMBER 


liner easily removable ... Efficient insula- ee ed No. 426 
tion . . . Sturdy construction in plaid steel. E o. 

Also available in weatherproof all-alu- 2б о! Stael ⁄ gal. Plaid Steel 
minum. Convenient aluminum drinking-cup | 2G| All-Aluminum | Уз ga. | ____| (А Вопка-Мапдо 
сар. А teriffic seller where a gallon Design) 


capacity is not needed! Packed 6 jugs to shipping carton 200 Ib. 
test. Shipping weight 16% lbs. per carton. 


COLUMBIAN • TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA, U.S.A.» SPORTSMASTER - CHAMPION . ALL-AMERICAN JUGS 


All Aluminum 


By Popular Choice... the NATION'S LEADING Line! `; 
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Enameled Line 


NEW Dove-Gray... 
Porcelain-Enamele d; 
Liner (You can 568) 
when it's clean!) 
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Butdweys 


with harmonizin 9, 
um caps- 


Deep Inner Stopper 
improves tempera- 
ture retention, 
makes jug leak- 
proof. 


Aluminum cap anodized to 
protect against oxidation. 


dL ERO FOR тү | 


е Brilliant styling, ‘colors, and appointments a 


eee Gray ње steel liner 
€ Most efficient insulation, by all tests 


€ One-seam, prime-steel jacket for more = ; 
- strength, longer service. | 


5 RE SELS no cx e RET 
| 8E | ВЕК | 1 Gal., Pour Spout 


1 29 
_ € Exclusive neck seg E ixl out of | 
E шоро #6 


` NEW! 


Non-slip, tip-grip in 
bottom of each jug - 
MAKES POURING 
EASIER] 


e >. TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA, U.S. A. S a 


"I. NS Я 2-gallon faveat 
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THE DELUXE LINE IN 
THE QUALITY FIELD 
with the 


THE NEW Oportsmaster Titanium Whité 
& THERMIC JUGS Porcelain-Enameled 


[ER Steel Liner 
| N 
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New combination drink- 
ing-cup and deep in- 


ner-stopper for added b Attractive, high-gloss 

convenience and air-cell ОНИ С desert-tan finish with 

type insulation. red plastic cover and 
handle-grip. 


THESE FINE FEATURES F 
MEAN BIG SALES FOR YOU! 


€ Sparkling, eye-catching beauty 


ө Colorful, non-corroding plastic cap f МЕ 


4 / i ө Gleaming-white, double-coat porcelain-enameled on | 
7W, faucet de = i steel —the finest liner you can buyl 
: e^ € Most efficient insulation by all tests 


€ One-seam, prime-steel jacket for greater strength, _ 
better service. 


Each jug individually packed in 200 Ib. 
Test Display Carton. Order by number. 


€ Exclusive neck-seal keeps liquid out of insulation. 


8W, pour-spout ~ 


aet 9 М E W e 
XT MADE BY 

ў - With the new, non-slip, tip- 
m grip in bottom of each jug. 


А You can роџг ће last dropl 
IW, 2 gal., faucet TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA, U. S. A. г Е 
SPORTSMASTER · CHAMPION · ALL-AMERICAN JUGS 
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Community Affairs File 


COLUMBIAN'S "CENTENNIAL WEEK" 


The attached news release has been sent today to: 


Terre Haute Star (Lawrence Sawyer, Editor) 
Terre Haute Tribune (Marsee Cox, Editor) 
T.V. WIWO (Jack Gelder, General Manager) 
T.V. WTHI (Harry Frye) 

The Spectator (Ralph McHargue) 

Radio WBOW (Martin Plascek) 


Radio WAAC (George Arthur Foulkes) 


One of the small roasters has also been mailed. 


В.С. Weddle 
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TERRE MAUTE, jNCIANA 


| бепега] Housewares Corp. Post Office Box 4066 «Terre Haute, Indiana 47804 (812) 234-3739 


August 11, 1971 


Terre Haute Star 
121. Wabash Avenue 
Terre Haute, Indiana 


Att: Lawrence Sawyer, Editor 
COLUMBIAN ENAMELING & STAMPING 


DIVISION OF GENERAL HOUSEWARES CORP. 
TO OBSERVE " CENTENNIAL WEEK" 


| Dear Lawrence: 


The week of August 16, 1971 has been designated by Columbian 
Enameling & Stamping Division of General Housewares Corp. as their 
"Centennial Week" in observance of their 100th year in the housewares 
manufacturing business. 


Enclosed is a reprint of Columbian's (then Bellaire Enamel Co.) 
1894 catalog and a thumbnail history of our 100 years. A miniature 
Roaster souvenir of the Centennial is being mailed to you under 
separate cover. 


Attached is a short resume of some of the events to take place 
during the Centennial Celebration. 


Very truly yours, 


R.C. Weddle 
Advertising Manager 
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Community Affairs File 


Re: COLUMBIAN'S "CENTENNIAL WEEK" 


The attached news release has been sent today to: 


Terre Haute Star (Lawrence Sawyer, Editor) 
Terre Haute Tribune (Marsee Cox, Editor) 
T.V. WIWO (Jack Gelder, General Manager) 
T.V. WTHI (Harry Frye) 

The Spectator (Ralph McHargue) 

Radio WBOW (Martin Plascek) 


Radio WAAC (George Arthur Foulkes) 
One of the small rossters has also been mailed. 
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| General Housewares Corp. Post Office Box 4066 Лене Haute, Indiana 47804 •(812) 234-3739 


| 
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August 11, 1971 


Terre Haute Star 
721 Wabash Avenue 
Terre Haute, Indiana 


Att: Lawrence Sawyer, Editor 


COLUMBIAN ENAMELING & STAMPING 
DIVISION OF GENERAL HOUSEWARES CORP, 
TO OBSERVE " CENTENNIAL WEEK" 


Dear Lawrence: 


The week of August 16, 1971 has been designated by Columbian 
Enameling & Stamping Division of General Housewares Corp. as their 
"Centennial Week" in observance of their 100+һ year in the housewares 
manufacturing business. ~ 


Enclosed is a reprint of Columbian's (then Bellaire Enamel Co.) 
1894 catalog and a thumbnail history of our 100 years. A miniature 
Roaster souvenir of the Centennial is being mailed to you under 
separate cover. 


Attached is a short resume of some of the events to take place 
during the Centennial Celebration. 


Very truly yours, 


R.C. Weddle 
Advertising Manager 


SCHEDULED EVENTS IN CONNECTION WITH COLUMBIAN'S " CENTENNIAL WEEK" 


10:00 A.M. Monday ,August 16 - City Hall 


Mayor Larrison to issue "Columbian Centennial Week" 
proclamation. 

9:00 A.M. Monday, August 16 through Friday, August 20-Columbian Plant 
Plant tours through Columbian plant for members of employees' 
families begin and continue each day. 

10:00 A.M. Wednesday,August 18 - Irishman's Bridge" 

Columbian to present to the Historical Society а check in 
the amount of $2,500 to complete the funds needed to move 
the bridge to Fowler Park. 

2:00 Р.М. Wednesday, August 18 - Columbian Plant 
Photo of those employed 25 years or more, plus retired 


employees. 
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The story of Columbian begins 79 years ago. The great 
number of new industries started after the Civil War in- 
cluded а manufacturing venture in Bellaire, Ohio, a little 
river town located а few miles down the Ohio River from 
Wheeling, West Virginia, There, in 1871, а group of resi- 
dents gambled their savings on the building of a modest 
plant to manufacture kerosene lanterns and miners! head lamps. 
Apparently, the original wood frame buildings would occupy 
about two city lots as we know them today. Little is now 
known of the early problems and of the struggle to develox 
the Bellaire Stamping Company, as it was named, during its 
first ten years. During its second ten years, evidence that 
the gamble taken by the men was beginning to pay off is noted 
in à deed, dated 1882, transferring all the property of the 
Baron Manufacturing Company, who also made lanterns, to the 
Bellaire Stamping Company in what was undoubtedly an expan- 
Sion move. Another operation, the Belmont Glass Company, was 
acquired in this period. An assignment of patent rights in 
1890 allowed the Company to manufacture and market an im- 
proved tubular type kerosene lantern, The patent claims "ап 
improvement in lanterns; and it consists in devices for shift- 
int the globe so as to afford ready access to the burner", 
Drawings acoompanying the patent illustrate type of kerosene 
lantern comnonly sold in rural areas today, with & small lever 
at the base, which raises the globe and moves it to one side 
to 'afford ready access to the burner", 


It is of especial interest to note here that we have in 
our employ in the plant today, a man who started to work with 
the original Bellaire Stamping Company 63 years ago in 1887, 


Ву 1891, twenty years after its founding, the Bollaire 
Stamping Company's letterhead discloses the phenomenal growth 
of the company from its one small building, Pictured are 
three separate operations: a "Stamping Works", consisting of 
two buildings, a "Glass Works", consisting of a group of about 
six buildings, anda "Warehouse" of substantial size, located 
on the Ohio River for easy loading on barges and river freignt— 
ers. The letterhead further lists the company's products as 
"Stamped Ware, Buckeye & Tubular Lanterns, Electro Plating a 
Specialty, Glass Oil Cans, Mason Fruit Jars, and Caps, Screw 
c all kinds of Glass Bottles, Specialties in Glass and 

e Ш 


In the same year, 1891, appears the first reference to 
any enameling operations, An "Enameling Plant" is listed as 
one of the units in the property at Bellaire, indicating that 
the Company's initial venture into the enameling of kitchen- 
ware occurred sometime prior to 1891, This first enamcling 
was limited to simple items like Wash Basins and Dish Pans. 


The year 1891 also found the Company: building and moving : 
into а new plant at West Harvey, Illinois, a suburb of Chicax, 
which is now 147th Street South, Several factors, which are 
apparent from the records, seems to have dictated the change 
from Bellaire to Harvey. Competition on lanterns and fruit 


NAME 
"COLUMBIAN" 
FIRST USED 
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Jar caps was increasing. Ball Brothers were taking away the 
fruit jar cap business, The enameling of kitchenware, how- 
ever, was a new business, and gave promise of growing rapid- 
ly, Experimental work in the plant promised the early abil- 
ity to manufacture enameled steel utensils that could be used 
for cooking, for which there was a known and substantial de- 
mand to replace the relatively hard-to-keep-clean and the then 
only available cooking utensils - cast iron pots and kettles, 
The plant at Bellaire was too largely devoted to glass, a' 
fire in 1890 damaged the packing ani stamping departments, the 
plant was too small in total, too "old fashioned", and not 
readily adapted to enameling. There is further evidence that 
localities in the midwest, such as Harvey, offered both free 
land, and substantial amounts of the risk capital, which was 
urgently needed to enlarge operations. New towns like Harvey 
had to induce manufacturers to move there in arder to provide 
work for employees and thus bring the money into their commun- 
ities needed to make the town grow, Chicago and the surround- 
ing areas were booming. People had been moving to the mid- 
west for several decades, Chicago's Columbian Exposition, ог 
World's Fair, was planned and in the process of construction, 


The new plant in Harvey, amply financed by new risk capi- 
tal, was a sizable operation in its day, and covered 2/3 of a 
city block, as compared to the modest start at Bellaire on 
two city lots. By 1893, the Bellaire Stamping Company's 
letterhead proclaimed itself to be "Manufacturers of Columbian 
Enameled Steel Ware, Stamped Ware, Plain and Retinned, and 
Sheet Metal Specialties", Here first appears the name 
"Columbian", the name of your host company today. The tre- 
mendous success and world-wide popularity of Chicago's Colum- 
bian Exposition made "Columbian" an ideal name for the Bell- 
aire Company's new product ~ their line of enameled cooking 
utensils. Another’ product during this period was an ornate 
brass parlor lamp, including on its base an enameled globe 
decorated with painted flowers, 


Patents granted and assigned in 1893 to the Bellaire 
Stamping Company covered novel phases of the enameling pro- 
cesses, 


Sales of lanterns, Mason Jar caps, and other old products, 
made at Bellaire, Ohio,declined rapidly in the '90!s, but at 
the same time Columbian Enameledware became a well known and 
successful line. By 1900, the Company's letterhead mentioned 
only the products "Columbian Enameled Ware and Enameled Steel 
Signs", 


A severe setback in the heretofore rapid growth of the 
Company occurred on the morning of December 31, 1900, when 
the entire plant in Harvey was destroyed by fire, Despite 
insurance coverage, the need for cash to rebuild and re-equip 
the plant, purchase materials and finance payrolls, was too 


=? ed. 


great a financial problem for the Company to undertake immed- 
iately following the fire. Within the year 1901, sufficient 
new risk capital was found, which along with the insurance 
collections and salvage at Harvey, made it possible to dis- 
solve the old Bellaire Stamping Company, and, at the same 
time, reincorporate with the newly added money, as the Col- 
umbian Enameling and Stamping Co., under the laws of the 
State of Indiana, The change in the Company name from 
Bellaire to Columbian was an obvious move to capitalize on 
the popularity of the old Bellaire Company!s trade name for 
their line of Enameled Wares, 


Once again, as in 1891, many localities were offering 
free land and other inducements to bring employers, such as 


1901 AT Columbian, into their midst, From many, Terre Haute was 
TERRE HAUTE then chosen for the site of the new plant because it was in 


the center of the coal fields, served by four mainline rail- 
roads, and was near the then center of population and hence 
could supply ample labor, 


INDIANA 


Started in 1901, the new plant in Terre Haute was com- 
pleted sufficiently to begin shipments in June, 1902. The 
early products made in Terre Haute were enameled kitchen 
utensils and enameled signs - some of the latter being in 
use by the Postal Telegraph Company until just a few years 
ago when Postal was absorbed by Western Union. Situated on 
its present site of 15 acres of ground, the original build- 
ings covered about 2/3!s the area covered today. Additions 
to buildings and additional buildings have been added since 
1901, until you see us as we are today, with а plant cover- 
ing four city blocks, compared to the start on two city lots 
in 1871. 


The plant includes facilities for manufacturing kitchen- 
ware steel shapes, for preparation of enamels, for the appli- 
А LARGE cation of the enamels, firing, packing, warehousing and 
PLANT BUILT shipping. In addition, provisions were made to pump our own 
water, produce our own electricity, and for complete facil- 
ities for maintenance and repair inside the plant. \ 


The principle products^(in their order of Sa NET 
sold under the COLUMHI AN Label are: Porcelain Enameled Uten- 
sils’ far kitchen and houséhold use, Hospital ant Sick Room 

WHAT Ware, Photographic Darkroom Equipment , And Hotel\& Restaurant 

WE Stean Table and Food Service тю ры To а limited p 

MAKE. we also make Stainless/Steel ware Тог the photographic ап 
hotel and restaurant „тадев, In total, there are well over a 
hundred and VEI. items and sizes in the line, 
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Historic factories 


still hard at work 
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For almost 100 years, Columbian 
Enameling and Stamping Co.'s steam 
whistle shrieked out over Terre Haute 
every morning at 6 a.m., summoning 
factory workers to their posts. 

All day long, fire tenders fed the 
furnaces with coal. Furnace attendants 
pushed racks loaded with pots and 
accessories into the 1,500-degree ov- 
ens. Dippers hand-dipped large basins 
and other products into an enamel bath. 

The steam whistle stopped blowing 
in 1996, to the dismay of many locals 
who had used it as their alarm clock. 
But the "stamping mill," as it is known, 
is still in business in its original build- 
ing. Like the Ford Meter Box Co. in 
Wabash, it serves as a rare example of 
both an industry and a historical indus- 
trial building surviving the times, 
thanks to operators with an apprecia- 
tion for both history and profit. 

The stamping mill started in the 
1870s in Bellaire, Ohio, where it pro- 
duced Mason jar lids, kerosene lanterns, 
and other metal stampings. Two devas- 
tating fires and two moves later, the 
company found itself in Terre Haute 
specializing in enamel cookware. 

Columbian Enameling built its im- 
pressive brigk factory in 1902. The 
administration building fronts the more 
industrial-looking foundry-style factory, 
which stretches to the east in row after 
row of parallel arms covered by undu- 


lating gabled roofs with clerestory 
windows. Now called Columbian 
Home Products, the factory still uses 
several pieces of original stamping 
equipment. 

Ford Meter Box Co. in Wabash has 
also managed to keep both its industry 
and the historic building that houses it 
relevant in a fast-changing world. 

The Wabash Board of Trade built 
the factory in 1887 in hopes of attract- 
ing a new industry. Constructed with 
an unusual yellow textured stone from 
a local quarry, the building housed 
several disparate enterprises, including 
a hat maker and an auto equipment 
company. Undergoing an addition in 
red brick early in the twentieth cen- 
tury, the building served as everything 
from a warehouse to a manufacturer of 
shoe soles before Ford Meter Box 
bought it in 1949. 

Ford Meter Box dates back to 1898 
and a Hartford City water department 
superintendent who invented a water 
meter to keep track of how much wa- 
ter each of his customers used. Though 
the company altered the interior of its 
Wabash building to accommodate its 


large machinery and expanded into 
additions, it left the historic facade 
alone, so that workers reporting for 
their shifts today can easily imagine 
what workers 100 years ago saw. 

Like that steam whistle in Terre 
Haute, many historic industrial build- 
ings are appreciated too late—after 
demolition has torn a hole in the fabric 
of their town’s memory. The busi- 
nesses in Terre Haute and Wabash, 
bottom line-oriented firms, found ways 
to keep their historic factories produc- 
ing. In the process, they've honored 
the generations whose hard work built 
both companies and communities. 
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AERIAL VIEW of the plant of the Columbian Enameling and Stamping Company. 


At the right is Bob Gorby, president of the company. 


Columbian Enameling Began Operations Here 
59 Years Ago; New Products Placed In Production 


EDITOR'S NOTE — The Tribune- 
Star presenta the third in a series 
of articles on Terre Haute indus- 
tries and their development. To- 
day's story reviews the progress of 
the Columbian Enameling and 
Stamping Company and its part in 

| “What Makes Terre Haute Great.” 


ITH AN EYE TO THE FU- 
TURE, Columbian Enameling 
and Stamping Company, Inc., one 
of Terre Haute's oldest firms 


from the standpoint of continuous 
! 


1100 COUNTY PUBLIC ИВА 


operations, has added two new 
lines of products to the lengthy 
list of items formerly manufac- 
tured. The new lines include a 
full list of insulated picnie jugs 
and portable ice chests. The line- 
up of jugs include а half-gallon 
size with replaceable glass liner, 
one and two-gallon sizes available 
with porcelain enameled steel, 
aluminum or stoneware liners. 
For the 1954 season, one size port- 
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able ice chest is being manufac- 
tured with additional sizes to 
follow. 

The addition of these lines 
is typical of the past history of 
the Columbian firm. Beginning in 
1871 as the Bellaire Stamping Co., 
at Bellaire, Ohio, the first lines 
manufactured were Mason fruit 
jars and closures, metal stamp- 
ings and kerosene lanterns. 

Later, around 1890 the firm 


AY 


Insert, left, is Earl Kelsey, general manager. 


moved to Harvey, Ill, where a 
plant was built for the manufac- 
ture of porcelain enameled kitch- 
en and household utensils, porce- 
lain enameled signs, etc. Later, 
after a disastrous fire which de- 
stroyed the Harvey plant, a plant 
was built in Terre Haute and op- 
erations began early in 1902. 
The principal lines over the past 
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Sunday, July 7, 1957. 


When Graniieware Was 


New 


By DOROTHY J. CLARK 

How many of my readers slill possess an item of the old- 
Ltashioned graniteware in their kitchen equipment? Many of us 
remember when Mother or Grandmother firmly believed that a pic 
could опу be baked in the favorite granite pie pan. 
f Just recently I was given an; == 
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West and they produced a product 
known as mraniteware. Laler on 
this firm: built a plant across the 
river from St. Louis which de- 


E other was located in the Mid | 
E into the thriving town of 


VIGO COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRA. 


brother, James P., and heing favor- 
ably impressed with Terre Haute, 
decided to remain. The two broth- ; 
ers operated a hardware business 
until 1884, when James P. left 
Terre Haute to go to Kansas City. | 


In the front of this unusual cook 
book are two pages of testimonials 
written by chemistry professors of 
the larger colleges and universi- 
lies, state assayers and chemists, 
prominent toxicologists and even a 
British anlyst from London. They 
all agreed that after careful and | 
extensive tests, the glazed ware 
patented May 30th, 1876, was com- 
pletely safe, durable, wholesome, 
combining the advantages of glass 
with the strength of metal. 


| talked. with Mr. Orville С. Thom- 


Becoming. morc interested in 
fhe subject of enameled ware, I| 
[ 


as, 2324 North Tenth strect, who 
recently retired after 41 vears with 
Columbian Enameling & Stamp- 


Columbian's history. | 

"The story of Columbian begins 
much earlier than most citizens 
of Terre Haute realize. It begins |! 
86 years ago during the period of 
industrial expansion that followed ! 
the close of the Civil War. The 
start was made in 1871 in Bellaire, 
Ohio, a small town located a few 
miles down the Ohio River from 
Wheeling, West Virginia. Here, а 
few men invested their savings in 


progress had a severe setback, 
another fire. On New Year's Eve 
of 1900 the entire plant at Harvey, 
Illinois, burned to the ground.” 

* After careful consideration, thc 
offer made by Terre Наше to 


4 аи рд нын же ыы Granite City, Ilinojs.” (Тїз 
= а М ет | Since the return. of marble | would be the company ај pub- 
< ^ ae Јо зе. sns (topped furniture of Victorian days | lished the aforementioned соок 
= | is Stamping 00. | has become so widespread perhaps book.) | 
g if 13 ane Meteo the household hint on cleaning т АУ | 
= $ by Townley)! marble will be useful. “Take 2] a пара 
Fac mbian is one of the 
s Bros. of Terre | parts common soda, 1 part pumice e gm manufacturers 
E ‘ р Haute. Harry stone and 1 part fincly-powdered of спао нае "In талой 
> i { P. Townley chalk; sift through a fine sieve and St pie The йаша Кап 
т < У » сате to this} mix wilh water: rub it well all 2:205: BA fh m 
r = ам city in 1874 | ос”. (ће marble and the stains же УБА DAN У 
ш Dorothy J. Clark from Cincinnati | Will be Eom Tg m the | eago’s famous Columbian Exposi- 
fo visit his таг over with cel! and water,” | 638 ! 
r NE | поп or World Fair. However, our 
© 
ш 
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The local firm then became known ing Co., unc’ of Terre Haute's bring Columbian here was ас- 
as the Townley Stove Co. d us est m n gei и | cepted because it was then the 
| не | у center of the coal fields, it was 


served by four main line railroads, 
it was near the center of popu- 
lation, it had ample labor supply, 
and an abundant supply of pure 
water—a most important requisite 
for Enameled ware manufacture.” 
Largest Of Its Time. | 
“On this site of 15 асгег—опсс | 
the golf course of the Terre Наше | 
Country Club — was built the 
largest and most modern enamel- 


$ a plant to manufacture kerosene jing plant of its time. Approxi- 

Many Hlustrations. . lanterns and miners’ head lamps. | mately two-thirds of the 15 acres 

The cook book contains recipes This firm was named The Bellaire were covered with buildings in- 
of all kinds interspersed with Stamping Company (no connection cluding our own power louse, 


pages of illustrations of all the 
graniteware products including tea 
pots, coffee pots, water pitchers, 
sauce pans and pots, rice or milk 
boilers, farina boilers, butter kct- 
tles, cruller or potato friers, tea 
kettles, preserving kettles, stew 
‘pans, colanders, fry pans, mixing 
bowls, grocer scoops. water buck- 
ets. wine coolers, chamber pots, 
trays, slop buckets, batter buckets, 


whatsoever with a present com- 
pany of that name located there)."* 


Several Planis. 


"During the first ten vears the 
Bellaire Stampiug Co. merged with 
another lantern manufacturer and 
also a glass company. By 1891, 
twenty years after ifs founding, 
the company had several opera-; 
tions—a “stamping works” of two 


water system, storage and ware- 
house buildings and other neces- 
sary facilities. Additions to the 
original buildings plus some new 
buildings give us approximately | 
13 acres under roof." : 

From Mr. Thomas I learned that | 
"Ње buying habits of the nation | 
have changed considerably since: 
the first manufacture of enameled | 
ware in Terre Наше. Aluminum, 


ре plates, dish pans, cake moulds, buildings, a “glass works" of stainless stecl, glass, etc.. have: | 
[pudding pans, table ware, tum- about six buildings, and a large| reduced the market somewhat for | i 
?blers, broilers, basting spoons, oys- || warehouse. In that same year, enameled cooking utensils. ‘The | 
|ter stands, muffin pans, ѕКіт- | 691, was found the first reference principal markets are the “colton | 


imers, dippers, foot tubs, soup 
dishes and pitcher and bow] sects. 
Ап amusing section was devoted 
‘to the proper etiquette to be ob- 
served for a dinner party (тот 
the proper invitation to the finger 
Бом] with the bit of lemon floating 
іп it. From these instructions we 
can assume that giving a dinner 


‘party eighty years ago was much | а suburb of Chico, which is| To compensate for the loss of ; 
more of a chore than it is today. | now 147th sirect on Chicago's |, market for enameled ware, Colum- | 
il | South Side." bian is now manufacturing picnic : 
"At this time the enameled || jugs, portable ice chests and other з 

kitchen ware business was 'grow-|| out-of-door" living specialities. $ 

и гар here were but {муо || Getling back to the old-time cook t 


to any enameled ware being made. | picking" states, Puerto Rico, Cuba, ! 
The first simple ilems made were} Central and South America. In 
wash basins and dish pans, previ-| these localities certain sanitary | 
ously made of tin.” items are sold in large volumes. 
“It was also in 189{—after a fire! One customer buys two carloads of 
damaged a part of the Bellaire| these items per month, which 
Plant, the firm decided to expand| means 30,000 items--and 30,000 of 
still further and built an entirely} these items per month requires 
new plant at West Harvey, Illinois | a lot of beds to put them under! 
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| та. Dudvctyi eS 
| COLUMBIAN JOINS 


CQOKWARE GROUP 
| Tribone 8-11-67, 
| e Fletcher. director of! 
i sales for Columbian Enameling 
|& Stamping Company in Terre} 
| Haute, has announced the firm's 
‚ acceptance into the Metal Cook- 
ware Manufacturers  Associa- 
tion. 

This trade association, com-| 
‘posed of the major manufactur- | 
jers of meta! cookware, is noted 
ог its committee work in for- 
eign trade and labor relations, 
| ава special activities with var-| 
jous government agencies on 
subjects pertaining to the in- 
dustry. | 

Columbian Enameling & 
Stamping, an old Hoosier firm, 
was started in 1871 with the | 
manufacture of kerosene јап 
terns and miners’ head lamps. 

In 1891, the company expand- ! 
ed its operation to include the 
production of kitchen enamel-| 
ware, which has been in full) 
production since. Today, more 
than 80 per cent of al! enamel- 
ware roasting pans sold across 
the country are made by Colum- 
bian. | 
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Be Enlarged 


The Columbian Enameling and Stamping Co., 1536 
Beech St, Terre Haute, the largest manufacturer of 
porcelain enamel cookware (pots and pans) in the United 
States, is being purchased by the J. R. Clark Co., Spring 
Park, Minn., it was reported Thursday. > 

John H. Muller, Jr., chairman and president of 
General Housewares Corp., New York, announced that 
its subsidiary, the J. R. Clark Co., has signed an agree- 
ment to purchase the assets and business of Columbian.. 

Columbian, founded in 1871, has been located in 
Terre Haute since 1901. 

Commenting on the news, 
Muller said, "The addition of 
the famous Columbian Cook- 
Cr ware line is an important step 
qs in our plans to build General 
7 Housewares Corp. into a major- 


multi-product housewares manu- 
facture and supplier. 

“We have high regard for the 
abilities of Columbian’s manage- 
ment and intend to run Colum- 


7 


NCE 


bian as an autonomous division | 
of General Housewares," ће b 
concluded. , m 
The J. В. Clark Co., which Ш 
was acquired in July, 1967, by LL 


General Housewares, is the 
world's largest producer of iron- 
ing tables as well as important 
producers of casual furniture 
and other household items. 


- According to a joint announce- 
ment made by E. H. Kelsey, 
chairman and general manager, 


and R. M. Gorby, president of 
Columbian, and Muller, the 
agreement has been approved 
by the board of directors of both 
companies and is subject to ap- 
proval by Columbian share- 
holders. - 
Combined annual sales of 
both companies will exceed $20. 
million, Muller said. 
Kelsey, who was at the Co- 
lumbian office Thursday, said m. 
Columbian pots and pans and INDIANA RU 
other specialities are sold in all if 
iypes of stores throughout the, 
United States. | 
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SALE CONSUMATED—The sale of the assets of Columbian Enameling and Stamping CoN 


т. Tndvstre е5 — Cole mi ая Euame И! "4 € Бар, 
с’ / Р, 


Terre Haute, to General Housewares Corp., through its subsidiary, J. К. Clark Co., was 
consumated Friday at the Terre Haute First National Bank. Shown, from left, front row, 
John Н. Muller, Jr., president of General Housewares; Earl Н. Kelsey, chairman of the 
board of Columbian, and Robert M. Gorby, president of Columbian; back row, W. N. Cox, 
attorney før Columbian; Charles M. Burns, vice president and controller of J. В. Clark Co.; 
Robert 0. Clark, vice president of V. P. Laird, Inc., an investment banking house; and J. 
Carroll Fletcher, vice president and general! manager of the Columbian Division, General 


| Housewares Corp. 
| ТА; Hf П 


Columbian Enameling Со: 
Sale Is Consu 


By JAMES DRESSLER 
Tribune Staff Writer 


Sale of the assets of Colum- 
bian Enameling and Stamping 
Co., Terre Haute, to General 
Housewares Corp, New York, 
through its subsidiary, the J.R. 
Clark Co., was consummated Fri- 
day at the Terre Haute First 


| National Bank. 


J. Carroil Fletcher, who has 
been associated with Columbian 
for the last 10 years as director 
of marketing, has been named 
general manager of the Colum- 
bian Division of General House- 
wares Corp. and vice president 
of the J.R. Clark Co. 

Columbian, founded in 1871, 

| has been located in Terre Haute| 

Since 1901. The plant at 1536 
Beech St. employs about 600 
people. 


Vigo County Public Library 


Indus Fares 
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Columbian is the largest 
manufacturer of porcelain 
enamel cookware (pots and 
pans) in the United States. It 
has annual sales of about $10 
million. 

John H. Muller, Jr., chair- 
man and president of General 
Housewares, said, “The addition 
of the famous Columbian Cook- 
ware line is an important step 
in our plans to build General 
Housewares Corp., into a major 
multi-product housewares manu- 
facturer and supplier. 

The J.R. Clark Co., which 
was acquired in July, 1967, by 
General Housewares, is the 
world's largest producer of 
wooden ladders, ironing boards 
and patio furniture. 

In making the announcement 


mmated 


Photo by Martin 


of the purchase of Columbian, 
Muller said, Columbian Enamel.| 
ing, like J. R. Clark, will op- 
erate as a division of General! 
Housewares. Columbian's man. 
agement, however, will continue: 
to operate the new division, he | 
said. | 

Participating in the consum-| 
mation of the purchase for Colum- 
bian were: Earl Н. Kelsey, 
Terre Haute, chairman of the 
board of Columbian, who will 
become a vice president of J. R. 
‘Clark Со.; Robert M, Gorby, 
Brazil, president of Columbian, 
who will become a vice presi- 
dent of the Т.В. Clark Co., and | 
W. N. Cox, Terre Haute, attor- 
ney for Columbian, who also 
wil become a vice president 
of J. R. Clark Co. 

Also participating in the clos- 
ing of the sale were Muller, 
chairman and president of Gen- 
eral Housewares Corp.; Charles 
M. Burns, vice president and 
controller of the J, R. Clark 
Co., and Robert Clark, vice 
president of Laird, Inc., a New 
York investment banking house. 
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The formation of a major 
cookware unit, which will be 
built around the Columbian 
Enameling & Stamping Co., and 
the election of J. Carroll Flet- 
cher as its group president was 
announced today by General 
Houseware Corp. Mr. Fletcher. 
who previously was general 
manager of the Columbian Di- 
vision, was also elected a di- 
rector of General Housewares 
and a corporate vice president. 

The newly formed cookware 
group, which will be headquar- 
tered in Terre Haute, and op- 
erated as a self-sufficient, au- 
tonomous unit, will manage all 
the General Housewares cook- 
ware plants and product lines. 
The group consists of the Co- 
lumbian Enameling & Stamping 
Co. of Terre Haute, the War- 
ner company of Sidney, Ohio, 
formerly a division of Textron, 
Inc., and the Los Angeles gased 
firm, Descoware Corp. 

General Housewares’ cook- 
ware group manufacturers and 
markets an extensive line of 
enamelware, cast iron, por- 


\ 


F е 
Або 


celainized cast iron and cast 
aluminum  cookware products 
for national distribution to lead- 
ing retail outlets and depart- 
ment stores. Products are sold 
under the established brand 
names — Columbian, Wagner, 
Griswold,  Magnalite, Desco- 
ware, Fancipans, Roastwell and 
Vogue. 


Mr. Fletcher, who as presi- 
dent and general manager, will 
be responsible for directing ac- 
tivities of the new unit, has 
spent most of his business life 
in the cookware industry. А 
graduate of the University of 
Cineinnfü, he held a number 
iof administrative positions with 
various cookware companies be- 
{оге being appointed Director of 
Marketing. for the Columbian 
Enameling & Stamping Co. in 
1964. 

Mr. Fletcher resides with his 
wife and three children in Terre 
Haute. 

In addition to the cookware 
unit, General Hosewares also 
announced the formation of two 
other autonomous operating 


Mill 


of 14/6 


Household Aids Groups and the 
Giftware Group. 


The Speciality Furniture- 
Household Aids Group will be 
headquartered in Minneapolis 
and will manage all Generali 
Housewares plants and product| 
lines in this area of the house- 
wares industry. Component op- 
erations include the J. R. Clark 
Company of Spring Park, Minn., 
the Durham company of Mun- 
cie, Ind., and the Gibb Manu- 
facturing Company Limited of! 
Toronto, Canada. General 
Housewares manufactures and 
markets a broad line of casual 
furniture under the “Кіа-Јіа” 
and “Ames Aire" brand names, 
"Durham" kitchen furniture 
and an extensive line of house- 
hold aids including *"'Rid-Jid" 
and “Lady  Calrk" laundry 
equipment and ''Firebowl" bar- 
becue grills. 

The third operating unit 
formed, the giftware group, de- 
signs a quality line of imported 
products, including coffee mugs, 
canister and breakfast sets for' 
the kitchen accessory and gour- 
met cookware markets as well 
as a premium line of Christmas 
decorations. The giftware group 
headquarters is Stamford, | 
Conn, where the Holt-Howard 
group of companies, which were 
recently acquired by General 
Housewares, are located. 

General Housewares  Corp., 
manufacturers and markets an 
extensive line of cookware, 
leisure products including cas- 
ual furniture апа barbecue 
grills, giftware, home ironing 
tables, laundry aids and a num- 
ber of specialty items. With the 
addition of recent acquisitions 
General Housewares sales are 
estimated to be in excess of 
$40 million. making the com- 
pany one of the major factors 


in the housewares industry. 
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е desthiiction Бу the name Columbia was chosen Terre Haute area, it was de- 


fire of: a small. stamping and|for the line of enameled cook-|cided to move operations here 


ling -and stamping plant 
ire, Ohio did not make 
of the Terre Наше 
ре! rs, neither did a simi- 
Jar incident ‹ Occurring in 1900 to 
the same plant, which since had 
relocated outside of Chicago, 
rate space in the local papers. 


. 1902, the Bellaire 


Stamping - company, twice de- 
stroyed by fire. decided to m 
to Terre Haute. This year 
compan w known as Colum. 


bian Enameling and Stamping coal and дах, incentives in the mately $.95 wholesale for a 


is 100 years old, and is still 
operating successfully on the’ 
city's north side. i | 

In observance of a century of 
housewares manufacturing, the 
Columbian  Enameling and 
Stamping Company, a division 
of General Housewares Corpo- 
ration, has designated the week 
of Aug. 16 as centennial week. 

+ + + 

In 1871, Columbian Enameling 
and Stamping, then the Bellaire) 
Stamping Company, began pro- 
duction in a small building the 
size of two city lots at Bellaire, 
Ohio. Their line of products in-, 
cluded metal stampings, screw 
caps for Mason jars, _ kerosene, 
lanterns, and later a number of 


i абар on porce- 
lain enameling and cookware. 

. When the Columbian Expo- 
sition, the 1893 Chicago World's 
Fair, was the rage of the day, 


ware. The date on the trade-jinstead of building a new plant 
mark registration is March 6,|аф Harvey, Ill In 1902, the 
1894, but while the shapes of company reorganized, changed 
many of the products havelits name to the Columb fn 
changed from earlier catalogs| Enameling and Stamping 
many of the first utensils are| pany and began operations P" 
still in the present Columbia|Terre Haute from a new plant. 
product line. In 1871, local merchants d 
rA fon purchase, according to the Bell 
Misfortune struck the Bellairelaire Stamping and Сотрг ny 
Stamping Company the second|catalog, wholesale and then re- 
time on New Year's Eve 1900, a complete line of kit chen, 
when the Harvey Plant wasjpots and pans at present 
e| completely destroyed by fire.|mark-ups of almost 100 perc 
Because of the availibility of|for.$6. Retailers paid approxi- 


covered kettle, $.43 wholesale 
for covered sauce pots, $.72 
wholesale for stove kettles, 
$.43 for covered sauce pans, and 
$.40 wholesale for strong lipped 
sauce pans, _ 

Today, a dollar day special 
(advertisement might) list a set 
of pots and pans at the reduced 
price of $15 giving the consumer 
an $8 or $10 savings. 

The centennial week will be-' 
gin at 9 a.m. Monday when | 
Mayor Leland Larrison will sign, 
a Columbian Centennial Week 
proclamation at City Hall. Also, 
the same day plant tours will be- 
gin at 9 a.m. for employes’ 
families and continue - through 
the week. 
At 10 a.m. Wednesday. 

dbi officials ' у р 


їр. Park. | А ^ 
Also, at аре, 
those dumm of 
25 years or more and those re- 
tired from the company will; 


have their picture taken as a 
group. 
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,200 to lrishman's Bridge | 


47/9/71 L0. 5 а B 
Officials of the Columbian|$6,000 goal. Columbian, a divi-jis a possibility the work may;ever, the structure is unchanged egntributed $13.65 to the 
Enameling and Stamping Со.,|ѕіоп of General Housewares|begin late next week. during its 126 years. effort. 7. S 
1536 Beech 56, Wednesday|Corp., made the presentation in| Equipment donated by the; Some 18 feet wide and 80 feet Sas 


presented a check in the amount|conjunction with the 100th an-|Dennis Trucking Co. recently|long, the structure has durable 
of $2,500 to be used to relocate niversary of its founding th а | сотрјејеа preparation cf foot- poplar boards on its sides and 
the Irishman Bridge. will be observed Oct. 16. ings for the bridge at its new|heavy oak planks for a floor. 
29 Dor S BIO. M pene "y us site in Fowler Park. One of Fu most unique 
of the Vigo County Historical ВеПаіге Stamping Co., of Bel А А aspects of the history of Irish- 
Museum, said the bridge, which laire, Ohio, where it opened ME ма · ге, по E man's Bridge is a claim it is! 
is-though to be the oldest in|Oct. 16, 1871. After a bad fire, area, with the- tedious process the only bridge in the world on 
moo will be (o ig Ку the company moved to Harvey, expected е one which a baby was born. 

rom its present location Hl., and was burned out again ‚| According to historical ac- 
Fowler Park. lin 1900. The company reorgan- day to complete. The Buchta 


é ral NE counts, a pioneer family mov- 
The bridge in recent years|ized and began manufacturing firm Ваз completed other such ing westward sought shelter on 


has been the target of severallits blue enamel cookware here PES qd D them in near- (де bridge during a storm. Al- 
acts of vandalism. It is locatedlin 1902. — - |) Poe DULY. | , though the structure was not 
on the Feree Road which spans) On hand for the check presen-| Built in 1845.  Irishman's|yet completed, the family kept 
Honey Creek’ southeast of the tation Wednesday were Mrs.|Bridge is Vigo County's only|out the elements by mailing 


city. Jerse, John Spitler, vice presi-|remaining covered bridge and|pieces of carpet on the sides of 
The campaign to move thejdent in charge of manufactur-|reportedly is the oldest such the bridge. While the family 
bridge was begun in 1967 by|ing; Richard Weddle, advertis- structure in Indiana. | waited for the storm to subside, 


the Vigo County Historical Sa-jing manager; Robert Schull, The ‘Vigo County Historicalia baby was born. 
ciety and the- Covered Bridgeimarketing director: Ann Sav-|Society in 1967 asked county| History records that when 
Girl ‘Scout Council. with Мгз. аде Blackmer, director of pub-|authorities to protect the land-!the work crews returned to fin- 
Dorothy Jerse serving as chair-|lic relations for General Housé-| mark bridge from deteriorating| ish the bridge, they obligingly 
man. The fund drive began to|wares, and Mrs. Clark. elements and vandals. The fol-|waited until the family was able 
pick up speed in the Spring of! Reportedly, the Vigo County lowing year the county com-|to move on. | 
1970 when the Vigo County Park| Commissioners will close Feree| missicners proposed the bridge Wednesday's $2,500 gift to 
and Recreation Department of-| Road in the vici of the old|be moved to the park for ргез- (ће Irishman’s Bridge Fund 
fered a site in Fowler Park for bridge Wednesday, Aug. 25. i ervation. _ caps an effort of nearly three, 
the bridge’s relocation. Moving engineer Elmer Buc -| The bridge underwent repairs years to raise the $6,000 neces- 
Funds have trickled in from|ta of Otwell, Ind., who will be|in 1851 after it was damaged|sary for the project. The first 
numerous sources during th ejin charge of moving the bridge|by flood waters and it has been|donation came in October of 
last several months but the/to Fowler Park, will begin the|painted and kept up during suc-|1969 when fourth grade pupils 
drive was a long way from its|task shortly thereafter. Therelceeding decades. Largely, how-lat the Pimento Elementary 
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СЕ will be on more permanent, grounds in the near du { r 
ge Pi of Columbian Enameling an ther en Compa Ty for $2,500 been g 
to the Vigo County Historical Society overe: [m Girl Scout Council t move 
it to Fowler Park. From deni ‘аге: Richa the! Cover jumblan adverti obert 
i irector; John Бег. vice Pre manufactu 


H usewares Corp. representativ thy J. Cla tor al Society; Dor- 
my А апа ЕН DENIS Ming. the БЕ Scou s. _ Martin Photo, 
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August 30,1971 


Mr.Richard weddle 
Columbian lnameling & Stamping Co. 
1536 Beech 3t. 
Terre Haute,Ind. 
Dear Sir: 
The following 18-а possible inscription for the proposed' bronze placque 
to ов placed on Irishman's Covered Bridge in Fowler Park(after it /is 
refurbished and painted!): 
IRISHMAN'S BRIDGE 
built 1845 

Moved 1971 fran original location over Honey Creek on Ferree Road, 
Riley Twp., tc Fowler Park, witn funds raised by Girl 3couts, Vigo County 
Historical Society, area residents and Employees cf Columbian Enaheling & 


Stamping Co. -Bast remaining covered bridge in Vigo County; only спе in 


world on which a baby was born. 


ХР you wish а separate placque, the above could be amended to read: 


"...With. funds raided by Girl Scouts. and Vigo County Historical Sockety..." 


Let me hear from you ав to your wishes soon so the placque can be 


ordered. 


Very truly yours, 


Dorothy J.Clark(Mrs.Robert I.) 
Executive Secretary & Museum Curator 


PS:.Enclosed is Xerox copy of my coluun of July 7, 1957 in TERRE HAUTS ~ 
TRIBUNE-STAR on history of your сотрапу. djc 
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Г, General Housewares Corp. Public Relations Department 


wu 2140 Boston Court • Indianapolis, Indiana 46208 • (317) 291-8989 


ANN SAVAGE BLACKMER 
Public Relations Director 


August 31, 1971 


Mrs. Dorothy J. Clark 

Executive Secretary _ 
Vigo County Historical Society 

1411 South Sixth Street 

Terre Haute, Indiana 


Dear Mrs. Clark: 


Thanks so much for sending me the micro- 
film reader printout of your column which 
appeared in the July 7, 1957 edition of the 
Terre Haute Tribune-Star. 


I found it most interesting and 
would like to keep it in my files for 
possible future use. 


It was so nice to meet you and hope 
to see you again sometime soon. 


Cordially, 


zu o m 


ASB:plk Ann Savage Blackmer 
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